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SUBJECT: NEW BELGIAN GOVERNMENT TAKES SHAPE 
: BRUSSELS 2445 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY. NEW BELGIAN GOVERNMENT LED BY FLEMISH SOCIAL 
CHRISTIAN PRIME MINISTER LEO TINDEMANS HAS TAKEN SHAPE UNDER 
MOST INAUSPICIOUS CONDITIONS. SURVIVAL OP SOCIAL CHRISTIAN 
LIBERAL MINORITY COALITION IS PRECARIOUS. IT CANNOT BE TAKEN 
POR GRANTED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL SURVIVE ITS FIRST 
PARLIAMENTARY VOTE OP CONPIDENCE NEXT WEEK, ALTHOUGH IT 
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IS PROBABLY THAT SUPPORT BY FEDERALIST/LINGUISTIC PARTIES 
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WILL BE FORTHCOMING INITALLY. PSB LEADER (AND EC VICE 
PRESIDENT) HENRI SIMONET TELLS AMBASSADOR STRAUSZ-HUPE 
SOCIALIST PARTY (PSB) COUNTS ON EARLY DEMISE OE TINDEMANS 
GOVERNMENT AND, HE IMPLIES, WILL NOT SAVE IT BY REVERSING 
DECISION NOT TO PARTICIPATE. END SUMMARY. 

2. EORMATION. LEO TINDEMANS (ELEMISH SOCIAL-CHRISTIAN/CVP) 

WAS EORMALLY DESIGNATED PRIME MINISTER BY KING BAUDOUIN 
APRIL 24. NEW CABINET WAS SWORN IN APRIL 25. EORMATION 

OE CABINET (REPORTED SEPARATELY) WAS DELAYED SOME HOURS 
BY LAST MINUTE PROBLEMS CENTERED ON DIVISION OE POSTS 
ALLOCATED TO SOCIAL CHRISTIANS, BETWEEN QUOTE REGULAR UN- 
QUOTE AND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT/CHRISTIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT 
(MOC) EACTIONS. 

3. PERSONALITIES. NEW CABINET INCLUDES VAN ELSLANDE (CVP) 

AS EOREIGN MINISTER, VANDEN BOEYANTS (PSC) AS DEEENSE 
MINISTER (COMBINED WITH DUAL ASSIGNMENT AS MINISTER EOR 
BRUSSELS AEEAIRS), WILL DE CLEACQ (ELEMISH LIBERAL/PVV) 

AS EINANCE MINISTER, AND ANDRE OI.EFF (PSC/MOC) AS MINISTER 
EOR ECONOMIC AEEAIRS. ACCORDING TO DAVIGNON, OLEEEE APPOINT- 
MENT IS INTENDED TO CATER TO WALLONIAN FRANCOPHONE RESERVA- 
TIONS RE ELEMISH PREDOMINANCE IN NEW GOVERNMENT. 

4. DOSAGE. EACT NEW GOVERNMENT IS NARROWLY-BASED HAS 
SERVED AT LEAST TO PERMIT REDUCTION IN CABINET TO 19 
MINISTERS (INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER) AND 6 STATE SECRETARIES. 
PATTERN EOR MINISTERS, BALANCING PARTIES AND REGIONS: 

-PRIME MINISTER (CVP) 

-SIX PSC 
- SIX CVP 
-THREE PVV 
-THREE PLP 

5. VULNERABILITIES. THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS VULNERABLE TO 
CRITICISM THAT IT DESPITE ITS EORMAL BALANCE, IT OVER- 
REPRESENTS ELANDERS AT THE EXPENSE OE WALLONIA AND BRUSSELS. 
THE ELEMISH CVP AND PVV ARE STRONG AND HEALTHY PARTIES THAT 
EEEECTIVELY REPRESENT ELEMISH INTERESTS. THE PSC REPRESENTS 

A COMPARATIVELY SMALLER SEGMENT OF WALLONIAN OPINION, 
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AND THE WALLONIAN LIBERALS (PLP) ARE WEAK AND DIVIDED. THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT WILL BE VULNERABLE TO STRONG PRESSURE FROM 
TE EEDERALIST-LINGUISTIC PARTIES WHOSE SUPPORT WILL BE 
CRITICAL WHEN THE GOVERNMENT SEEKS A PARLIAMENTARY VOTE OE 
CONEIDENCE NEXT WEEK, AND CAN EXPECT NO HELP PROM THE 
SOCIALISTS. 

6. SIMONET. PSB LEADER HENRI SIMONET TOLD AMBASSADOR 
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APRIL 26 THAT TINDEMANS HAS PLAYED HIMSELE OUT IN THE 
COURSE OE HIS EXHAUSTING AND UNSUCCESSEUL EFEORT TO 
NEGOTIATE A MAJORITY COALITION. SIMONET AESO STRESSED 
THE SOLIDITY OF THE PST DECISION TO STAY OUT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, IMPEYING A PREFERENCE TO SEE TINDEMANS FALL AND NOT 
TO SAVE HIM BY REVERSING DECISION ON NON-PARTICIPATION. 

7. COMMENT. AS WE HAVE REPORTED EARLIER, SIMONET 
AWAITS THE APPROPRIATE MOMENT TO DETACH HIMSELF FROM THE 
EC AND TO TRY FOR THE PREMIERSHIP HIMSELF. IT REMAINS 
TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE PSB CAN IN FACT BENEFIT FROM 
TINDEMANS' FAILURE WHEN ITS OWN RESPONSIBILITIES IN MAKING 
BELGIUM UNGOVERNABLE ARE SO CLEAR.STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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